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m n recent years, significant developments have been made in using water-swollen
Ibiomedical polymers as carriers for targeted delivery of drugs, proteins and growth
factors. The nature of the networks, pore sizes, sustainability and response to external
stimuli are the most important features of these networks. By combatting and eliminating
the clinical and pharmacological limitations of hydrogels it is possible to make more
specific and appropriate products. Here we discuss recent advances made to overcome
these challenges, particularly with regards to effective prolonged release kinetics of drugs

from the hydrogels and improving their performance with respect to a specific drug.
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